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Fromthe Clan Officer

At last we can reasonably claim that
Spring has sprung. | actually went out
for a walk today without a jacket. It has
been a long winter and my old bones
are longing for some warmth...... OK
I've got it out of my system, I'm OK
now. Well, it's time to start thinking
about the Highland Games route for
the summer. Christine and | will be
heading to Scotland this year for "The Gathering" in

Edinburgh but we will still attempt to attend some of our regular
venues. Of course we will be back in time for our annual get-
together at Fergus where | hope we have a great turn-out of
Hunters. In spite of the fact that we are a "small" clan we always
manage to put on a good show at Fergus. We have once again
booked a spot at the Holiday Inn, in Guelph, on 8th August for our
meeting and dinner. Please plan on being there, it is always great
fun. For those interested in what will be happenning at "The
Gathering" in Scotland there is a website listing all of the activities.
You can check it out here....http://clangathering.org/http://
clangathering.org/events/content/programme-for-highland-games-
and-scottish-festival-.html

On pages 7-8, | have included an appeal from The Federation of
Scottish Clans in Nova Scotia. Unfortunately some responses on
the form are urged before 5th April 2009 but the appeal was not
received until after that date so it is included for your interest.

Please pay attention to Christine's membership appeal and for
those receiving this by e-mail you can print off page 9 for your
convenience

My thanks to those who sent me something for the newsletter. Lizz
Thibodeau with Connections Corner, Don Hunter with the Guiding
presentation, Christine Hunter with the Membership info (I'm
looking forward to that dance Don) and my old friend Bill Hunter in
the UK with photos of Hunterston. Tom
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Mum, Barbara Cridland, Grandmother Marion Hunter and daughter/
grand-daughter Heather Cridland, show off their Guiding certificates

Hacklefor Beret/Glengarry

Robert Hunter O.R.H. has
made enquiries regarding
purchasing a Hackle in the
Clan Colours, Green/Gold/
Red. Thecost would be£8 but
he hasto order 10 minimum.
Anyone interested get in touch
with him as soon as possible.
Address. Robert Hunter

3 Tarbert Avenue

Priory Bridge

Blantyre

G729PB
e-mail : robert.hunter2@btinternet.com
Phone 01698 825804

A Grand Affair

Recently inKitchener, Clanmember
Marion Hunter of Toronto was
awardedacertificaterecognizing her
55yearsintheGirl GuideMovement.
Thisincluded her participation asa
girl, group leader, committee chair
and member, and asaretired leader
intheTrefoil Guild.

At the same ceremony, Heather

Cridland, daughter of Clan member
Barbara Cridland, and grand-

daughter of Marion,wasawardedthe
Canada Cord, Guiding's highest

awardforyouthmembers Thisaward
requires the girl to complete many
tasks and usually takes about two
years. Barbara earned her Canada
Cord as a girl in Toronto and

grandmother MarionearnedtheGold
Cord ( predecessor to the Canada
Cord) asagirl inOshawa. All three
are proud of their work and timein
the Girl Guide Movement and

recommend it highly as a training
and social activity for girls.

Send your submissions
for the newsletter to
TomHunter
61 Downing Crecent
London, Ontario
N6C3C7
Tel (519) 681-4101
e-mail thunterO1@rogers.com
WEB www.clanhuntercanada.com

Thehackleisafeather plumethatis
attached to the headdress.
IntheBritish Army andthearmiesof
some Commonweal th countriesthe
hackle is worn by some infantry
regiments, especially those
designated fusilier regiments and

What isaHackle?

From Wikipedia, thefree
encyclopedia
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thosewith ScottishandNorthernirish
origins. ltwascommonly attachedto
thefeather bonnet worn by Highland
regiments (now commonly worn by
drummers, pipers and bandsmen).

Thecolour of thehacklevariesfrom
regiment to regiment.



ﬂ ConnectionsCor ner

o We are Family, I've got
all my cousins with me!

Aswell ashelping out with geneal ogy for the Hunter Clan, my husband hasalso
dragged me into the position of Membership Chair and Treasurer for Clan Ross. As
such, my email addressisavailableto al Rossmembersand anyoneusing the Clan Ross
website. A few weeksago, | received an email from a Ross who was|ooking for help
withgenealogy. Clan Rossdoesn’t haveadesignated geneal ogi st intheir association but
Lor THA with astroke of luck he found me. This man has done afair amount of research on his
~Cres sneCoaran paternal line but was looking for help with his maternal line. In fact, more than help, |
think hewaslookingfor amiracle! Heknew hismother and her father but really couldn’t
gobeyondthat. Hedid know hisgreat-grandfather’ snamebut not hisdateof birth, death,
marriage or any locations. To start research just two generations back can be very tricky. Because of the privacy
act, censusrecordsare not availableuntil 92 yearsafter they were collected. Infact, the 1911 censuswasheld even
longer thanthat and hasonly recently been madeavail abletothepublic. Thisrequest for helpwasmy first encounter
with the 1911 census and | think some of you may be interested to know what | have found out.

The 1911 Canadian census coversall provinces except for Newfoundland sinceit did not join Canadauntil
1949. In 1955, the censuseswere converted to Microfilm and the paper recordsweredestroyed. I’ m not surewhose
ideathat was, but they didn’t check that all of the microfilmswere easily legible before destroying the paperswith
the result that somerecords are, for al intents & purposes, lost.

When | started using the Canadian Archives site (http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/index-
e.html) , | wasgreeted by thiswarning: “ Thisdatabaseof 1911 censusdataallowsresearchersto search by geographic
location only. Asthisisnot anominally indexed database, it isnot searchable by family name.” | groaned inwardly
when | read that because the Ross | was trying to help was not sure where hisfamily had lived in 1911. Hehad a
guesshbut that wasall. So, | began reading line after line, page after page of often barely legible handwriting. After
spending aconsiderable amount of time to get about halfway through theregion | wastargeting, | took abreak for
afew daystoget caught upontherest of my life—withtwoyoungchildren, | can’t spend all my timedoing geneal ogy.

When | started writing this article about the difficulties of research in the 20" century, | went back to the
website to refresh my memory on what | had read about the census. Not immediately finding the information |
remembered reading, | clicked on“Search Help”. | started reading through all theinformation thereand when | got
to the bottom, | came across this message: “V olunteers with the Automated Geneal ogy project have completed a
Canada-wide nameindex of the1911 census.” Below that wasalink to the Automated Geneal ogy Index. | clicked
on thelink and was able to search for Rossin the 1911 Census and the 1901 Census. | could search all of Canada
or each provinceindividually. Thisisan amazing service and | am eternally grateful to the volunteers who have
transcribed all thoselinesof Census. Each record iseven linked to the census so that when | found the person | was
interested in, | simply clicked on the link and it took me directly to that page of the census!

Withthisnew resourceat my fingertips, | wasquickly abletofind thefamily that my Rossfriend waslooking
for onthe 1911 census. Oneword of warning, however. Transcribersare not perfect and alot of the handwriting
that they aretryingtoread isbarely legible. | was searching for awoman by the name of Jeanella. Thetranscribed
form of her name became Jenelba. When | clicked on the actual census, it was clearly Jeanellato my eyesbecause
| knew what | was looking for but | could not fault the transcriber for believing the scrawl to say Jenelba.

There are 6077 Hunters on the 1911 Census and 4955 Hunters on the 1901 Census. If you arelooking for
someone in Canadanear the turn of the century, check out http://automatedgeneal ogy.com/index.html. Hopefully
you' Il haveasmuch luck as 1 did. Of course, if youwould prefer, you are awayswelcome to send your queriesto
meand I'll haveago at it.
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Membership Dues Report.

Here we are getting ready to start a
new fiscal year in the Hunter Clan

Association. | asked Tomto print off
alisting of paymentsfrom|astyear—
just to see how we aredoing—and |

want to congratulate you — we are

doing quite well. 76% of our mem-
bership paid their dueslast year. Oh
we had to remind afew of you — but
thatismy jobandif I didn’t haveto
send out any weereminder notices—
what would | find to do with my

time???

Of course that still means that 24%
of our membership didn’t pay their
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Hunterston Banner

Shown on the left is the proposed Banner to be
shown in the Clan Hunter tent in Edinburgh this
summer and then mounted in Hunterston Castleto
represent the Canadian Branch of ClanHunter. The
banner shows an embroidered Clan crest

approximately 10" dia surrounded by the 13

provincial Crests. In order to include our US

members, of which there are quite afew, we have
includedthe USA flagwiththeCanadianflag at the
top. The banner is approximately 4' long and 2'
wide. The banner shown here is a graphical

representation and not thereal thing

Do we have your current e-mail address?

Don't forget to bring usup to dateif you
changeyour address (e-mail or Postal)

Areyou still receiving you newsletter by
regular mail? Why not try the e-mail
version in full colour? You can always
changeback if you change your mind. Just
drop mealineat thisaddressand ask me
tochangeyou over.

thunter 01@r oger s.com

dues. But we do admit that in these
hard economic times, sometimes it
isjust another burden that you don’t
want to haveto deal with. However
—thegovernmentistelling usthat we
are coming out of thisrecession and
that our future looks very rosy —
S000000000, let’s see if we can hit
86% payment thisyear. Do | hear
someonemention96% - well | could
certainly livewith that —and | think
Don Hunter (our treasurer) would
maybe do awee danceto celebrate.
Letshear it from all who would like
to see that broad smile and maybe

that wee dance at the Fergus High-
land Gamesthis August!

Y esfolks, get your chequebooksout
and send off that cheque to Don for
your 2009/2010 duesas soon asyou
can—and beforetheend of Juneif at
al possible.

Sorry, Don, | can already tell that
you will be dancing at Fergus this
year! Maybel should havechecked
withyoufirst?

ChristineHunter
Membership Secretary



TheDaffodils
W. Wordsworth
| wandered lonely asacloud
That floats on high o'er valesand hills,
When all at oncel saw acrowd,

A host of golden daffodils,
Besidethe lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle onthe Milky Way,
They stretch'din never-ending line
Along the margin of abay:

Ten thousand saw | at aglance,
Tossing their headsin sprightly dance.

Left: Early Spring at Hunterston, two
little lambs check each other out.

(What doyou think they weresaying?)
"Hey, you got anumber. How come
you got anumber?| didn't get a
number. Did your Mum giveyou
that? | want anumber!™

Below: Hunterston shows off its
colourswith abeautiful show of
Springdaffodils

Hunter ston photos by Bill Hunter UK

The Stone of Destiny
OnNovember 15, 1996, the Stoneof Destiny, onwhich
Scottishkingshad been crownedsincetimeimmemorial,
was brought back to Scotland 700 years after thearmy
of King Edward| of England cartedit off toWestminster
Abbey inLondon. Now safely ensconced in Edinburgh
Castle, the 152 kg rock popularly known outside
Scotland as the " Stone of Scone" has joined the other
Scottish royal regalia -- crown, scepter ,sword and
jewels-- in aclosely-guarded museum.

The origin of this famous Stone is shrouded in myth.
According to legend, it came from the Holy Land,

where Jacob supposedly used it asapillow in Biblical
times. Transported through Egypt, Sicily and Spain, it
was taken to Ireland, where Saint Patrick himself

blessed thisrock for use in crowning the kings of the
emeradide. Itiscertainly possiblethat the Stone may
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Christineand Lizz at the gates of Scone Palace




have been used in the coronation ceremonies of the Irish Kingdom of Dalriada from roughly 400 AD until 850 AD, when
Kenneth I, the36th King of Dalriada, moved his capital of hisexpanding empirefrom Ireland to Scone (pronounced "scoon")
inwhat isnow Perthshire, Scotland. The Stone was moved several times after that, and used on the remote, westernisland of
lona, then in Dunadd, in Dunstaffnage and finally in Scone again for the installation of Dalriadic monarchs.
The Stonewaslast usedinacoronationin Scotlandin 1292, when John Balli ol wasproclaimed King. Four yearslater, in 1296,
theEnglishmonarch, Edward | (infamousasthe"hammer of the Scots,” and nemesisof Scottishnational hero William Wallace)
invaded Scotland. Among the booty that Edward'sarmy removed wasthelegendary Stone, which the English king apparently
regarded asanimportant symbol of Scottish sovereignty. The present Coronation Thronewasmadeto housethestonein 1301.
According to the treaty of Northampton of 1328, peace was restored between the warring neighbors, and King Edward |11 of
England promised to return the Stoneto itsrightful ownersforthwith. But somehow the English never got around to fulfilling
their end of thebargain, and the Stone of Destiny remainedin L ondonuntil British PrimeMinister John Magjor, withtheapproval
of Her Majesty the Queen, arranged to right thispersistent, historical oversight last
fall.
But is the stone that finally rests securely in Edinburgh Castle the real Stone of
Destiny?After somany centuries, itisimpossibletoknow. Accordingtoonelegend,
theStonenever left Ireland at all. Onetal e suggeststhat theoriginal Stoneof Destiny
waswhitemarble, carved with decorativefigures-- in noway resembling theplain
slab of yellow sandstone with asingle Latin cross carved on it that sat beneath the
thronein Westminster Abbey for these past seven centuries. To make mattersmore
confusing, there may have been several copies made down through the ages! It is
entirely within the realm of possibility that some canny Scotsfobbed off afake on
Edward I, seven hundred years ago, hiding the original coronation stone where it
wouldnever befound. Onestory particul arly satisfyingto Scottish nationalistswith
long memoriesclaimsthat Edward actually took the rough rock used to hold down
the cover of the cess-pit at Scone Castle, and that subsegquent English monarchs
have ceremoniously seated themselves on this medieval plumbing accessory for
their coronations ever since 1308! At least one acknowledged copy of the
"Westminster" Stone exists, on public display at beautiful Scone Palace in
Perthshire, whereit servesasafavoriteroost for the elegant peacocksand camera-
toting touristswho stroll the grounds.
Are there additional copies? On Christmas Day, 1950, four Scottish students,
inspired by nationalist sentiment, heisted the Stone from under the Coronation
Throne in Westminster Abbey, dumped it in the trunk of their car, and drove off
withit. About four monthslater therock wasrecovered fromthe Arbroath Abbey,
whereit had been deposited by the stone-nappers. Or wasit?Rumourshaveaways
persisted that there was plenty of time for the students to fashion areplicato be
“returned” to Westminster, whilethe original Stonewas spirited north to asecret
location in Scotland. One seemingly far-fetched theory even suggested that the
actual stonewas hiding in plain sight for decades --that the purported replicaon
public display at Scone Palace was in fact the real Stone of Destiny!
P Only the thieves would know for sure. Perhaps the evidence that the Stone was
Lizzand Andrew sit on areplica in fact returned to Scotland and eventually left in Abroath Abbey to be returned
. to the safe keeping of the Church of Scotland isto befound in lan R. Hamilton's
of the Stone of Destiny book, No Stone Unturned, (London: Victor Gollancz Ltd.,1952). This is an
autobiographical account of how, when and why the Stone was heisted.
Lingering doubts about the provenance of the Stone are unlikely to be resolved: fables are always much more fun than mere
facts. But few would debate the symbolic significance of restoring what isat least presumed to bethe original Stone of Destiny
to Scotland. Most Scots were pleased, if somewhat bemused by this unexpected turn of events, although some express
reservations about the legal niceties surrounding the return of the pilfered artifact. Technically, under British law the Crown
still "owns" the Stone-- theassumption apparently being that, after seven centuries, possessionistententhsof thelaw. However,
Her Mgjesty has decided to lend it permanently to her Scottish subjects, on the understanding that it can be temporarily taken
back to London whenever it might be required for future coronations.

Thelast timethe Stonewas used wasin 1953 for the formal Coronation ceremony of Queen Elizabeth |1 , who had succeeded
to thethrone the previous year on the death of her father the King.
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FEDERATION ofF SCOTTISH CLANS iIN NOVA SCOTIA
DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

MO BOX 477 |
LOWER SACKVILLE, NOVA SCOTIA, CANADA  B4AC 3G4 \\-,/
WwWw.scotsns.ca president@scotsns.ca ==

Should Canada have a National Tartan Day?
Does Canada deserve a National Tartan? We think so, too.

The Federation needs your help.

Dear Friend of Scottish Culture:

As many of us know, Canada has a long and rich history of Scots immigrating to this country,
stretching from colonial times until the present. Much of the success of our treasured Canadian
institutions in the areas of education, governance, finance, and jurisprudence were influenced by
the advancements that came from the successive waves of Scottish immigrants, bringing with
them culture, ideas and the fruits of the Scottish Enlightenment.

We must appreciate the tremendous role that the successive generations of Scots have made to
Canada. We must take stock of their contributions to communities, great and small, located in
every corner of this great nation. As Canadians, it is our duty to remember our collective
Scottish heritage. We must commemorate how the Scots have made a difference.

The United Council of Scots of Atlantic Canada

The Federation of Scottish Clans, in collaboration with our counterpart organizations in New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland & Labrador, has sponsored a new initiative
called *“The United Council of Scots of Atlantic Canada.” This new organization, the United
Council of Scots, has been the result of many meetings. There is now open dialogue between
four provincial Scottish cultural groups. We are looking to future as we celebrate our past.

Mr. Daniel Taylor, a long-time advocate of Scottish Culture, has been appointed Executive
Director of the United Council of Scots. His organizational skills, dedication and contacts within
the Seottish Community make him a natureal fit for the task at hand. 1 encourage you to contact
him in order to introduce yourself, your organization and your aspirations for Scottish Culture in
Atlantic Canada.

A National Tartan Day and a National Tartan

The United Council’s first action is to execute a long-desired goal of the Federation of Scottish
Clans in Nova Scotia: national recognition by the Parliament of Canada of *Tartan Day" annually
on April 6%, as well as recognition of the Maple Leaf Tartan as Canada's *National Tartan.”
Indeed, Scots and their descendants have been full partners and participants in the development
of the Canadian Confederation.

As Nova Scotia Scots are aware, Tartan Day was first proclaimed in Nova Scotia in 1987 and the
date of April 6 has since been adopted by Scots world-wide as a day to commemorate and

SE A THANMNAINN WA THAGHAS SINM.
We are tohor e choose fo b )
Incorparated T4 May 1952
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celebrate their Scottish heritage. Tartan Day has been proclaimed as an official date of
commemoration by nations around the world and many U.S. state legislatures. The culmination
took place in 1998 when an Act of Congress of the United States gave federal recognition to the
impaortance of Scots’ contributions to that nation.

In Canada, each provincial legislature has named April 6™ as “Tartan Day.” Shamefully,
Canada's national government has yet to give similar recognition. Federal recognition of Tartan
Day (April 6" and the Maple Leaf Tartan as “Canada’s National Tartan” are long, long overdue.

How can you help?

The FSCNS is urging all Friends of Scottish Culture in Nova Scotia to join the effort (o have
Tartan Day and the Maple Leaf Tartan recognized by Parliament.

In advance of this initiative, you are urged to contact Mr. Dan Taylor at the United Council of
Scots. We know we cannot do this alone. For success, we will require coordinated and sustained
support from Canada’s Scottish cultural groups and communities, from sea to sea to sea. This
will be an historic initiative of the Scottish Cultural community. We are committed to this task
and the FSCNS and the UCSAC would like to hear from you with your ideas and your willingness
to join this campaign. Please forward this letter to members of your organization that you
believe may be interested in joining our campaign.

Once we are aware of your interest, we will inform you of the action plans and strategies that are
being developed., Help us ensure that Tartan Day (Aptil 6%) is forevermore on calendar across
Canada.

What are the next steps?

We need support from the grass roots. You, your family and your friends, as well as others you
may know who share our vision are asked to contact Mr. Dan Taylor at the coodinates below.
You may also contact Mr. Frank Logan, FSCNS 1= VP, no later than Sunday, April 5, 2009, if
you are willing to participate in this campaign to further Scottish Culture in Canada. The
sooncr, the better. We have much work to do.

Daniel R. Taylor, Executive Director Frank Logan, 1% Vice President
United Council of Scots Federation of Scottish Clans
221 Springwater Lane 204-141 Albro Lake Road

Mew Marviand NBE  E3C 1JS Dartmouth N8 B3A 3Y7
506-457-0310 Q02-469-3989
teviordinbnet.nb.ca clan.loganiins. sympatico.cg

As always, do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. [ thank you in
advance on behalf of the Executive and Council of the Federation of Scottish Clans.

Yours, aye.

Tovt \WVallace,

Thomas E.S. Wallace, President

Federation of Scottish Clans in Nova Scotia

Host of the 2011 International Gathering of the Clans
http:/ /www.scotsns.ca

presidentifscotsns.ca

BE A TH'ANNAINN NA THAGHAS SINM. 2
MAfe are tilnet e cshones fa he )
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Clan Hunter Association - Canada

Notice of Duesfor July 1st 2009 to June 30th 2010

Thisisagentle reminder that a new season is upon us and now is the time to renew your membership in the
association.

If you have already renewed your membership, we thank you sincerely and please kindly ignore thisreminder. If
not

perhaps you would like to fill in this note, add a cheque for $30 and pop it in the envel ope provided.

Name: Membership No. CHAC $

Address:

Cheques should be made payable to Clan Hunter and mailed to the Clan Hunter Association treasurer at:
Donald R Hunter

138 Sweeney Drive

Toronto, ON M4A 1T9



