
Hunters’ Halloo 
Clan Hunter Association, Canada 

Inside this issue 

From the Clan Officer…... 2 

Membership report……... 3 

Highland Games...…….….4-5 

From the Clansfolk…….…...6 

Canadian Fall article………...7 

Fall word search.……………..8 

Contact Us 

Clan Officer 

 Dale Hill 

clanhunter.ca@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors 

 Lynn Hunter Ball 

lynnball465@gmail.com 

 Lizz Hunter Thibodeau 

lizzt@rogers.com 

Membership Secretary 

 Christine Hunter 

cbhhunter61@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

 Tom Ball 

ballth95@hotmail.com 

 

From the Editors 
Isn’t fall just gorgeous in Canada? From golden 

leaves crunching underfoot to the crisp air that 

carries the scent of woodsmoke and apple 

cider, there’s something magical about this season. It’s the perfect time to 

slow down, cozy up, and enjoy the beauty around us. 

In this  issue, we’re celebrating all things autumn. You’ll find a fall-themed 

article to inspire your seasonal adventures, a fun word search to enjoy with 

your coffee, and some truly lovely photos from this summer’s Highland 

Games — kilts, cabers, and 

Clan Hunter spirit on full 

display. 

As always, thank you for 

reading. We hope this issue 

brings a little extra warmth to 

your fall days.  

   

 Lynn & Lizz 
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From the Clan Officer, Dale Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The changing of seasons from summer to fall in Canada typically brings   with 
 it shorter days, cooler nights, students headed back to school,  apple picking 
 and pumpkin spice everything. In my life fall means  heading back to work 
 after summer vacation, getting the trailer  winterized and planning ahead for 
 the next year's travels. For our Clan Association it means wrapping up the 
 Scottish Festival circuit,  reminding members who have not yet paid your dues 
 for the year that it is time to do so, and hosting our Annual General Meeting 
 to keep you informed of the organizational and financial side of things.  
 
This summer I had the pleasure of hosting at three Scottish festivals - two in Ontario 

and one in Alberta - and meeting many Hunters, some who have been involved in the    association for years 
and others who had never heard of us before. I’d like to thank all the volunteers who helped host with me 
and especially those who took on festivals all on their own. Your time and commitment is greatly              
appreciated! I hope other members will reach out if you are interested in joining us or want to represent 
Clan Hunter Canada at a festival near you. We have banners and flags available for purchase and an        
electronic support package you can access. I'm also happy to meet with you to go over any questions and 
share my experiences. Just email me! 
 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday November 23 at 3 pm EST in a hybrid format. If you are 
in or near the Kitchener-Waterloo area of Ontario please consider joining us in person. We are being hosted 
in the party room at Mida Betty's condo and having a potluck meal after the meeting. You are asked to    
arrive between 2:15 and 2:45 so you can locate us and socialize before the meeting. Please RSVP to    
clanhunter.ca@gmail.com and indicate how many people are attending and what salad, side or dessert you 
are bringing. Mains and beverages are already looked after. I will share more details (address, parking and 
how to access the building) by email to those who RSVP.  

 
We hope those of you farther afield and across Canada will join us on Zoom. A link will be emailed to mem-
bers prior to the meeting. You will even be projected on a big screen so those gathered in person can see 
you too. We are hoping this helps us all feel more connected.  
 
If you have any questions about the AGM or exciting new ideas for activities we could arrange please reach 
out. I'm always happy to hear from members and will get back to you as soon as I can. 
 
Thank you and enjoy this Fall season! 
 
Dale 
Clan Officer  
clanhunter.ca@gmail.com  
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We have again had two new members join our Association since the last Newsletter 
Report. 

Please welcome: 

Justin & Jaci Hunter, who reside in Calgary, Alberta 

Deborah Anne DeSando, who reside in London, Ontario  

We hope our new members feel welcomed and we look forwards to hearing any news from them as they settle 
in and start enjoying their new venture. 

Getting involved in any way helps our new members feel welcomed and happy to be a part of a Scottish Clan. 

Go to local Highland Games in the summer, especially if Clan Hunter Canada are going to have a presence 
there. 

Join us for the Annual General Meeting where we can see each other and put names to faces.  

  

And now – one of the subjects that you are all familiar with – and love to see me struggle with……. 

Payment of dues, 

I would like to thank all those who have already paid their annual dues and would gently ask those who have 
not paid yet to think about doing so.   You can pay your $30.00 by cheque – sent directly to our  Treasurer, Tom 
Ball,  or through PayPal if you have an account with them,  or since last year we are now set up to take pay-
ments through Interact. 

If you are not sure if you have paid or not – you can message me at cbhhunter61@gmail.com and I will check 
our records. 

I hope you have all had a lovely summer, and have had time to enjoy the beautiful weather we have had. 

I am,    

Yours aye,  

Christine Hunter,   

Membership Secretary 
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Sherwood Park Highland Gathering – Edmonton  
by Daphne Clarke 
 
What a fantastic time we had out west at the Sherwood Park Highland Gathering. We had the pleasure of 
meeting a number of western Clan Hunter members, including Kirstin Hunter who is the Vice-chair of Western 
Canada for Scots of Canada. An active member of Clan Hunter she supports many festivals in Western Canada 
and shares her passion and knowledge of Scottish Clans and Heritage with others. We also had a lovely visit 
with Judith Hunter who has hosted festivals in Alberta for Clan Hunter for many years. We also got to meet 
some new Hunters, Winifred Hunter(McNab) and her son, John McNab who were so happy to see us at the 
festival. Check out our facebook page for more on that. Although it poured rain all day on Saturday, we        
persevered like good Hunters. Many said it was just like being in Scotland. Some highlights of this festival     
included duck and sheep herding, lots of amazing vendors and a vintage car show. Although the Clan Village is 
much smaller, we were one of four clans along with Scots of Canada. There were many visitors who dropped 
by the Clan village. Dale bought a beautiful new sounding hunting horn from an artist in Saskatchewan.    
Hopefully, a new feature to the Clan Hunter tent. On Sunday, the sun shone all day. We were able to wear our 
new Clan Hunter shirts made especially for Dale and I. Dale really enjoyed some photo ops including his new 
profession as a heavy events participant! He has to do some more training to be ready for the Fergus games. 
Ha, ha!  Overall, we had a wonderful time celebrating Scottish Heritage with our fellow Western Hunter’s in 
Edmonton. Thanks for the warm Western welcome!  

Highland Games in Canada 2025 

Sherwood Park Highland Games 
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Clan Hunter was proudly represented again at the 80th Fergus Highland Games. It was a very hot and 

humid weekend. We had a lot of fun and very much enjoyed seeing so many of our fellow clans people 

out to support the event and our Clan Hunter tent. Thank you to John Hunter and Kathryn Lecocq for 

assisting us in hosting the Clan Hunter tent. We had 12 people march with us in the Welcoming           

Ceremonies. It was a real pleasure for Dale and I to welcome David and Monique Hunter from Clan 

Hunter U.S.A.  Dale and Susan met them when they visited the Niagara Games in September last year. 

David and Monique brought their beautiful Hunter banner and marched along with us in the parade. 

Monique even taught us how to pronounce the Clan Hunter Charge in Gaelic.  

Kathryn, Mida Betty and Stephanie led workshops on Scottish Country Dancing at the Heritage tent. They 

also led a workshop in the arena with the special guest from ‘Outlander’, Charles Vandervert. Dale and I 

had the pleasure of speaking with Lord Lyon who was the Honourary Chieftain of the Games. We were 

invited to attend a special dinner with Lord Lyon and the Clan Chiefs at the Braedalbane Inn in Fergus on 

Saturday evening. As always it was wonderful to see Tom and Christine Hunter out to the games on    

Saturday.  

Thank you to everyone who came out to enjoy the Highland Games this year. Overall it was another very 

successful event. We hope to see you again next year!  

Fergus Highland Games 
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From the Clansfolk — stories of our family 

Clan Hunter Member Update on the ‘DR. NADINE HUNTER YOUTH HERITAGE FUND SCHOLARSHIP”.    
Submitted by Kirstin Hunter 

Justin Hunter was the first recipient of the ‘DR. NADINE HUNTER YOUTH HERITAGE FUND’. 

For twenty years, Justin has been highland dancing. He officially started dancing when he was just five years 
old.  Over the years Justin has participated in many competitions including Provincial and Canadian 
Championships (SDCCS). Even now, Justin selects and participates in a few dance competitions every year. 
Most recently, in 2025, he danced at The Canadian Championships, (SDCCS) in Ottawa where he received 
medals in two different dances. He will also be dancing at the Canmore Highland Games competition on  
August 30 and 31. 

Justin participates in other events and is often the only male dancer taking part. Some of his favourite non-
competition events include dancing with the Glen Rose Highland Dancers at Robbie Burns Dinners and on St. 
Patrick’s Day as well as other occasions. 

 Justin is part of the Wilson School of Highland Dance in    
Calgary and dances choreography with this studio. A  
highlight of this group was taking part in a special Tribute   
dance to honour the Victims and Survivors of the Humbolt  
Broncos bus crash in Saskatchewan. 

Justin has been and will continue to be a mentor to many 
young dancers by using his skills as an associate teacher 
for highland dancing. He inspires others to enhance their 
skills by sharing his passion for this art. 

Justin was married to his wife Jaci on March 16, 2024 (see 
photo) and now has a special ‘fan’ that travels with him to 
all his events. We wish Justin and Jaci congratulations and 
best wishes for a long and happy life together. 

We also share our best wishes to Justin for all his future 
Highland Dancing endeavours. 

Through it all, Justin has remained a proud member of the 

Clan Hunter and continues to embody the spirit and 

tradition of Highland dance. 
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Canadian fall—a Scottish perspective 

For a Scottish person, the transition from the familiar, damp autumn of Scotland to Canada's dramatic 

fall is a profound sensory and cultural experience. While both countries have stunning scenery, the scale 

of the landscape, intensity of the colors, and severity of the weather changes are vastly different. 

Weather: From "dreich" to dramatically dry                                                                                                           

A Scottish person accustomed to their country's "dreich"—or gloomy and wet—weather might be      

surprised by Canada's autumn climate.                                                                                                                      

The cold: The "damp cold" in Scotland can feel penetrating and miserable. In contrast, many regions of 

Canada, especially the drier prairies, experience a crisp, dry cold that feels  invigorating and less chilling 

than the actual temperature might suggest.                                                                                                        

The forecast: Scottish weather is famously unpredictable and changeable, but rarely  extreme.                

In Canada, especially away from the coasts, the weather is more predictable day-to-day, but the change 

between seasons is far more extreme. Winter can come on suddenly, with the first heavy snow falling 

just weeks after a pleasant September.                                                                                                               

Sunlight: Due to its northerly latitude, Scotland experiences limited daylight in the winter, which can 

affect mood. In Canada, daylight savings time ends in early November, leading to much earlier evenings.                                                                                                                             

Scenery: A new palette                                                                                                                                           

While Scotland has beautiful autumn foliage, it cannot compare to the scale and vibrant intensity of  

Canada's fall colors.                                                                                                                                                         

Intensity of color: Canada's vast deciduous forests, rich with sugar maples, offer a breathtaking display 

of fiery reds, brilliant oranges, and bright yellows that are far more intense than Scotland's muted tones. 

Quebec's Laurentian Mountains and Ontario's Algonquin Park are particularly famous for their vivid   

colour palettes.                                                                                                                                                                  

Culture: Harvest, pumpkins, and a different Thanksgiving                                                                              

Canadian autumn is marked by a festive atmosphere quite different from a quiet Scottish seasonal 

change.                                                                                                                                                                  

Thanksgiving: Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated on the second Monday in October, weeks earlier 

than the U.S. holiday. For a Scot, it's a new tradition centered around family gatherings with turkey and 

pumpkin pie.                                                                                                                                                         

Pumpkins and Halloween: Pumpkins are central to Canadian autumn. Pumpkin patches, pumpkin-

themed festivals like Pumpkinferno, and the widespread decoration of homes for Halloween on October 

31st add a new layer of celebration.                                                                                                                      

The fairs: Fall fairs, some with agricultural roots, are a common local tradition across Canada. The Celtic 

Colours International Festival in Cape Breton, however, might feel more familiar to a Scot, with its focus 

on Celtic music and culture.                                                                                                                                   

Outdoor pursuits: With a greater temperature range, Canadian fall offers a broader array of activities. 

Apple picking is a popular pastime, and the cooler, less buggy air makes for ideal hiking and stargazing 

conditions. 



 

 
Please remember to  

visit us on Facebook at 

https://

www.facebook.com/Clan-

Hunter-Canada-Official-

188145284625528/ 

 

for funnies,  

announcements,  

keeping up with members 

lives, and all sorts.  

You can comment on, like, 

or share any posts  

that interest you. 
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Clan Hunter Association, Canada 

This newsletter is for members and 

friends of Clan Hunter Association, 

Canada.  If you have an important 

event in your family’s life that you’d 

like to share, please send us a photo 

or two and a brief explanation of 

what you are celebrating.  

Graduations, new babies, birthdays, 

retirements, if you’re celebrating, 

we’d like to know! 
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Directions: 

Find and circle all the 

words in the grid.  

Look for them in all 

directions including 

backwards and  

diagonally. 

Answer will be posted on Clan Hunter Canada Facebook page 

http://www.facebook.com/clanhuntercanada
http://www.facebook.com/clanhuntercanada
http://www.facebook.com/clanhuntercanada
http://www.facebook.com/clanhuntercanada

