1
2
3
4
5
6
7
38

Hunters' Halloo

October2006 Vol 4,12

J
Crest Badge of a
Member of Clan Hunter

Inside this I ssue

Note from the Clan
Officer

The General Hunter

Connections Corner

Portrait of
Vincent H Hunter

Fergus Games |

Fergus Games ||

Maxville and
Fredericton

Montreal

S e
2 »j‘“%)) AT
SPINTS

Sy ara
/‘"h L

Hello to all clan members old and new. It's getting
late in the year and thoughts are turning to

Christmas already. Christine and | received our

first Christmas card in early October, would you

‘ believe. It was from an old friend of my wife'sin
' " " Scotland but | did think it was a wee bit early.
4 q You'll be pleased to hear that thisis the only
reference to Christmas in this issue. Christine and |
travelled to Fredericton again this summer and had a
wonderful time with the folks there. We were joined by Bob and Aldene
Hunter from Port Rowan and Lizz Thibodeau and 1yr old daughter
Torry from London and with locals Francis Knowles and Erma Gibson,
Winston Hunter and his wife Rita and Vincent Hunter and friend, all from
NB we made a fun group of 12 for dinner. We found a delightful
restaurant in Fredericton called "The Shooty Fox" complete with an
equally delightful waitress. Thisis our second visit to the Gamesin
Fredericton and it certainly won't be our last, but we hope to establish a
"local" presence at the Games.

After the games Christine, Lizz, Torry and | spent a week
touring the Gaspe Peninsula arriving in Montreal just in time for the
Maxville and Montreal Highland Games (2 separate events) where we
again met some interesting people and said hello to some old friends and
members of the Clan, Ted Hunter and his wife (sorry Ted | didn't catch
your wife's name and you didn't sign our guest book) and David Hunter.
We also had a great visit with Albert Jeror and his daughter Tracy, and
Bill and Joan Jones with their son and his wife Daryl and Teresa Jones,
who were accompanied by their children, Eryka and Eddie. Not too
many Hunters at Montreal I'm afraid but still we did manage to catch up
with member Nicky Mofford for a little chat.

A slow cruise back to London (via Petawawa to see our son
and his family) got us here just in time to unpack before heading off to
Fergus for 3 days to attend our "main" event, The Fergus Highland
Games and annual general meeting. This year we held our AGM at the
Holiday Inn Guelph complete with dinner for about 30. To all accounts it
was a great sucess.Next year will see us heading off to Scotland to the
International Clan Gathering at Hunterston. No more news on that event
at the moment but we will update you as soon as the details are released.

We are always seeking out items for the newsletter so please
write to us and tell us what is going on. Photos are great too just try and
send a copy so | don't have to send it back or send it by email and that
would be even better. Tom




Lizz on the Loose

Andrew, Torry & | decided to take a much
needed break thissummer inawonderful littletownon
theshoresof LakeHuron called Southampton (about
35 kilometres west of Owen Sound). No work, no
schedules, noplansother thandividingour timebetween
thebeachandtheplayground. Okay, | hadsomeplans
todo alittle genealogy research at thelocal library.
(Andrew’ sfamily immigrated to Bruce county from
Scotland.) Soundssopeaceful, doesn’tit? Sowhilel
wasresearchinggeneal ogy, Torry & Andrew browsed
aroundthemuseumandfound out that therehad been
ashipwreck near Southamptonin 1816 andthenameof
the shipwas ... the General Hunter. The ship was
named after Peter Hunter, acommander of theBritish
forces and Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada.
TheGenera Hunter wasanavy ship, builtin 1806 and
captured by theAmericansintheBattleof LakeEriein
1813, oneof thebattlesof theWar of 1812. Afterthe
endof thewar, theGeneral Hunter wassoldintoprivate

UShandsandrenamedtheHunter. Eventudly, theHunter
waspurchased by theUSArmy for transport. Theship
waslostin 1816 near Southampton.

Army General Alexander Macombstatesinaletter to
theUS Secretary of War on September 7, 1816“...1 am
sorry ... toinformyouthat theGovernment Transport Brig
“Hunter” wascast away on Canadianshoresinreturning
from Michmilmackinac onthe (19") of last monthina
violentgale... al thecrewreached (Detroit) insafety. |
havedispatched two boatsto savetherigging, anchors
and cablesandto burnthewreck soasto securetheiron
of thehull...” Thecrew consisted of eight menandtwo
childrenpassengers.

IN2001, L akeHuronhadunusualy low water levels.
That, combinedwithaspringice scourinApril revealed
adozen ship frames pushing up through the sands of
Southampton. The ship was excavated in 2004 but
reburied duetotheimmenseexpenseinvol vedwithre-
excavaing, recovery, conservation& display—anestimated
threemilliondollars. Itisnow safely hiddenbeneaththe
sand, protected by astonebreakwater andasignasking
peoplencttodisturbthesand.



Connections Corner

Tom
Thanksfor the offer of help.

My Great GrandmothersnamewasElizabeth Hunter. Shemarried William Brown. She
washornin 1854 the sameyear asWilliam and shediedin 1899, William diedin 1948.
They had 8 children. William June 26, 1879 - James1881- Herman 1882 - Agnes 1884 -
Andrew 1885 - Janet 1888, Lindsey 1890 - Gordon 1895. They lived in Howick Township

at Lot 27, Con. 8. | know nothing more of her.

John Brown

So Here is what we did (Lizz Thibodeau)

Onceagainmy dadwasasked
tohdpoutwithagened ogica quandary.
Someone at Fergus was looking for
information to help get beyond their
grandmother, Elizabeth Hunter. He
knew her year of birth & death, her
husband’ syear of birth & death, and
thenamesof her eight children. Healso
knew someinformation about where
shewasburied. SinceElizabethwas
buriedinOntario, my dadcalledonme
for somelocal insight and afresh set of
eyes.

Thefirstthingl didwas
to check out the Ontario Cemetery
FindingAid. Ourinformanttoldded
that Elizabeth’s grave had been
moved oncesol wantedtoconfirm
that he was right about where she
wascurrently buried. Hewascorrect,
butinverifyingthat, | wasablesee
that someof theother namesinthat
cemetery matchedfiveof her children
andher husband. That might makeit
worth the drive to check out that
many gravestones! Nextwechecked
out the 1881 Ontario Census
(throughtheL DSwebsite). Dadhad
already lookedfor Elizabethandher
hushandusing her approximateyear
of birth. Of course, that’swherel
startedtoo but | got thesameresult
asdad—nothing. (Thedefinitionof
supidityisdoingthesamethingtwice
and expecting different results;
however, in genealogy it’ softena
good placeto start.) Then | tried
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looking for the oldest son with
Elizabeth’ shusband, usingtheson’s
year of birth. Loand behold, wefound
something! Accordingtothecensus,
Elizabethwasbornin1850not 1854 as
wehad searchedfor. Likelihoodisthat
weactually havethecorrectinformation
but thetranscription of thecensuswas
typedincorrectly. Anyway, onesmall
errorlikethat hadmadeourinitia search
futile. Now, we had some exciting
results. Thecensustolduswithwhom
she was living, where she had been

bornandwhat sheconsideredtobeher
race. ShewasborninOntariobut listed
her race as Scottish. It also appeared
that Elizabeth and her husband were
livingwithher hushand' sparents,whose
names matched Elizabeth’ sfirst son
and first daughter. That may seem
insgnificantbutitmay indicatethat the
second son and second daughter are
named after Elizabeth’s parents.
(Traditionally, thefirst sonand second
daughter arenamedafter thehusband's
parents and the second son and first
daughter arenamed after themother’ s
parents; however sinceit appearedthat
Elizabeth had named bothfirstsafter
her husband’ sparents, wecanassume
that both seconds will be after her
parents.) Goingonthisassumption, |
searchedthe1881 Ontariocensusfora
JamesHunter (Elizabeth’ ssecond son)
whowould havebeen between20and
30yearsoldwhen Elizabethwasborn
and who lived in the same county as
whereElizabethdied. Sureenough, we
found onewhowas25yearsold
whenElizabethwasbornandlived
nottoofar away. Hiswife sname
alsomatched Elizabeth’ ssecond
daughter. Now, thisistoolittleto
confirmaconnection, butitwas
exciting. Laterthisweek dadand
I will beheadingtothelocal public
library to look up Elizabeth's
marriage certificate (hopefully
listingher parents’ names) andher
death certificate (alsohopefully
includinginfoabout her parents)
and the cemetery transcriptions
forherandherfamily.(Noneedto
takethat drivel had mentioned. It
turns out that cemetery’s
transcriptionsareavailablelocaly!)
With any luck, we'll be able to
confirmthat | didindeedfind her
parents on the 1881 census and
we' |l beabletocontinueonfrom
there. Onemystery solved; many
moretogo!!



Vincent H Hunter, 1936, guide on the Miramichi River, N.B.
Portrait painted by Ernest L. 1psen *

Oneof thebest partsof attending the Highland Gamesisbeing ableto meet
Huntersfromall over thecountry. Thisyear wewereback inNew Brunswick for
theNew Brunswick Gamesandwereabletohavedinnerwith 10other Hunters,
oneof whomwasVincent Hunter. Vincent and | had awonderful chat and he
reveal edthat hehad 7 siblingsandthat hisfather, Vincent H Hunter Sr., hadbeen
aguideontheMiramichi River. Vincent Jr. alsotold methat hisfather’ sportrait
had been painted by afamouspainter. | wassointerestedthat | askedif Vincent
could send meaphotograph of thepaintingwithabit of itshistory. Vincent's
daughter, Necia, very kindly respondedwiththefollowinginformation.
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My Grandfather’s name was
Vincent H. Hunter Sr. Hewas
bornApril 14,1898. Thisisalife
szeportraitof himwhichisstillin
thefamily homesteadinAstle, N.B.
Grandfatherworkedasaguideon
theMiramichi Riverfrom 1925-
1967. Hewasknown astheAce
on the River. The portrait was
painted by thefamousartist Ernest
L. Ipsenin 1936. Grandfather
wasMr. Ipsen’swife'sguidefor
many years. Shewouldnotgoin
anyoneed sg'sCanoe. Grandfather
wasmarriedto Lillian (Palmer)
Hunter andhadeight children.My
father believesthat theartistwas
fromMassachusetts, U.S.A. The
portraitwasactually signedE. L.
|psen. Theyear itwaspaintedwas
1936 Mr. I psenkeptthepainting
inhisstudioinBoiestown,N.B.as
long ashewasableto come, but
toldmy grandfather hecouldhave
itwhenhestopped coming. Dad
believesthat Grandfather brought
thepaintinghomeintheearly50's

About The Artist

Portraitist Ernest | psenwasbornnear
Bostonto Danish parents. Hisfather,
LudvigS. Ipsen, wasanarchitectwith
ageniusfor design,andhismotherwas
awell-knownmus cianwithabeautiful
voice. Thefamiliesof bothwereclosgly
connected withthe Danish court, and
young Ernest was sent to the Royal
AcademyinCopenhagenafter hispre-
liminary traininginBoston. There, he
speadilywonaprizefor hisfigureworks,
andascholarshipinlifepainting.



Left: A view from inside the tent at Fergus

Below: Scenes from the Business megting and supper

Right: The Clan Hunter Canada
Mascot.
Courtesy of Don and Marion Hunter

Below: Hurry up Mum, I'm starving




Young Eryka Jonesshows her styleat Fergus

The Ballfamily atthe Clan Tent Fergus
Boy I love that T-shirt!

Getting ready for the parade at Fergus



Above: Bobisdeterminedto
getthe castle in the photo.
AbOVe — |_'_l_.|||'
The Fredericton Team HUI'JTFH

Left: Viincent Hunter and friend

visit with the team before joining
. us for supper




The Clan Tent Montreal... a bit quiet at the moment.

Nicky Mofford drives up in style on her scooter for a quick
visitat Montreal

Sendyour submissions —
for the Newsletter to
Tom Hunter
61 Downing Crescent
London, Ontario
N6C 3C7
Tel (519) 681-4101
e-mail thunterOl@rogers.com
WEB  www.clanhuntercanada.com
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